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What is the Big Deal with Texas Geothermal Energy?

Technology has vastly outpaced the law (no surprise)
—Overlapping Industry use cases
» CO2 Plume Geothermal Power Plants

» GHCR: Geologic, homogenization, conditioning and reuse

b https://iogcc.ok.gov/sites/g/files/gmc836/f/harju_-
_potential_reuse_strategy_for_high_salinity_produced_water.pdf 3

Big Deal Cont.

Produced Water

* The trash has now become the treasure:

—Millions of dollars can be earned from treating produced water
* Four billion barrels per year (~*511,000 ac-ft) including:

—Lithium, cadmium and other rare earth minerals

—Useable non-potable water

https://www.oil-gasportal.com/produced-water-treatment/?print=print




Geothermal Estate

* What is Geothermal Energy?
* ‘“geothermal processes, embracing indigenous steam, hot water and hot brines”
* ‘“steam and other gasses, hot water and hot brines resulting from water, gas, or other
fluids artificially introduced into geothermal formations”
* “heat or other associated energy found in geothermal formations; and”
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https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/2022/12/hotrock-to-take-geothermal-anywhere/

Geothermal Estate Cont.

* “any by-product derived from them”

* Revised in 2023 to NOT INCLUDE:
— “a mineral, as defined by Section 75.001, Property Code, or;”
—“oil, gas, or a product of oil or gas, as defined by Section 85.001.”
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Find the full text of this and thousands of other resources from leading experts in dozens of
legal practice areas in the UT Law CLE eLibrary (utcle.org/elibrary)
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