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Texas Legislative Update
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y— ~ Today’s Goals

-

~« Know how to follow legislation
« Understand what “lobbying” really is
(\ « Learn about driving issues & politics
r'\ « Know where to get more answers

« Familiarized with Legislative institutions ¢
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Session Basics

e Meets once every 2 years for
140 days for its regular session
to consider thousands of bills

e January 14t started the
Regular Session of the

89t Legislature

e QOutside that, only the
Governor can call the
Legislature into 30-day special
sessions

Session Truisms

eThe Legislature is
designed to kill bills, not
pass them.

eLawmakers have two
masters: the calendar
and the clock.




Legislative Composition

e 181 Members between two legislative

chambers House
m R
e House: aD

m 150 Representatives

m The Speaker is a Representative
elected by their peers

m Members serve 2-year terms

» Senate:
= 31 Senators Senate
s Lieutenant Governor is a statewide =R

elected official and is not a Senator

m Senators serve staggered 4-year
terms
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Dates of Note
November 11, 2024: First day to start filing bills
January 13, 2024: Biennial Revenue Estimate
January 14, 2025: First day of Session; Speaker Election
March 14, 2025: Last day to file bills (60 days into Session)
June 2, 2025: Last day of Session (Sine Die)
June 22, 2025: Veto Period Ends
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