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What is Al?

= The term “artificial intelligence” means a machine-based system that
can, for a given set of human-defined objectives, make predictions,
recommendations or decisions influencing real or virtual environments.
Artificial intelligence systems use machine and human-based inputs to--

= (A) perceive real and virtual environments;

= (B) abstract such perceptions into models through analysis in an
automated manner; and

= (C) use model inference to formulate options for information or action.
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Setting the Ethical Stage

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Formal Opinion 512 July 29, 2024
Generative Artificial Intelligence Tools

To ensure clients are protected, lawyers using generative artificial intelligence tools must fully
consider their applicable ethical obligations, including their duties to provide competent legal
representation, to protect client information, to conumunicate with clients, to supervise their

employees and agents, to advance only meritorious claims and contentions, to ensure candor
toward the tribunal, and to charge reasonable fees.

HAYNES BOONE




Formal Opinion 512
Competence

= Lawyers are required to exercise:

= “legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation reasonably
necessary for the representation”

= understand “the benefits and risks associated” with the technologies
used to deliver legal services to clients

= Lawyers are not required to be experts in Al, but they have an
ethical duty to stay apprised its risks and benefits or get
assistance from somebody who is
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Formal Opinion 512
Confidentiality

= Lawyers also must make “reasonable efforts to prevent the
inadvertent or unauthorized disclosure of, or unauthorized
access to, information relating to the representation of the
client.”
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