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What is Medicare? 

Health insurance for:

People 65 or older

Certain people who are under 65 with disabilities 

People of any age with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) 
(permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or a kidney 
transplant)

NOTE: To get Medicare you must be a U.S. citizen or lawfully 
present in the U.S. Must reside in the U.S. for 5 continuous 
years
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Key Statutory References

� 42 USC 1395 et seq (Title 18 Soc. Sec. Act)

– Scope of Benefits Part A 42 USC 1395d

– Services Defined 42 USC 1395x

– Payment for Services 42 USC 1395x

– Appeal and grievance 42 USC 1395ff

– Scope of Benefits Part B 42 USC 1395k

– Medicare Advantage 42 USC 1395w-22

– Prescription drugs 42 USC 1395w-101

– Durable Medical Equipment 42 USC1395m

What is Medicare? 

Social Security 

Enrolls most people in Medicare
Office of Personnel Management (OPM) 

Handles federal retirees’ premiums

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

(CMS) Forms Medicare policy and administers 
Medicare coverage, benefits, and paymentsRailroad Retirement Board (RRB) 

Enrolls both railroad retirees and 
active employees in Medicare
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What Are the Parts of Medicare? 

Part A 

(Hospital Insurance) 
Part B 

(Medical Insurance)

Medicare Options

Original Medicare

It can help pay some costs that other parts don’t cover. This includes 

Medicare Supplement Insurance (Medigap). Or you can use 
coverage from a current or former employer or union, or Medicaid (if 
you have it).
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