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1This outline and any related presentation are for educational purposes only and are not intended to establish an 
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Internal Revenue Service, the authors inform you that any discussion of U.S. federal tax contained in this 
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose 
of: (i) avoiding penalties under the internal revenue code, as amended or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending 
to another party any transaction or tax-related matter[s]. 
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Sarah Patel Pacheco is a shareholder with the law firm of Crain, Caton & James, P.C.,  where she 
generally limits her practice to litigation, administration and tax issues relating to estate, trust, 
guardianship and related fiduciary appointments.   She has previously served as the Firm’s 
President.   She received her Doctor of Jurisprudence from Southern Methodist University, School 
of Law, and undergraduate degree in accounting from the University of Texas at Arlington.  She 
has been Board Certified in Estate Planning and Probate Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization since 1998.  
 
She served on the State Bar of Texas Legal Specialization Estate Planning and Probate Exam 
Commission from 2004-2010, including as its Chair her last term.  She been the course director 
for the State Bar of Texas the Advanced Fiduciary Litigation Course, Advanced Estate Planning 
Strategies Course, Advanced Estate Planning and Probate Course, Advanced Guardianship and 
Elder Law Course, Building Block of Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning Course, and Nuts and 
Bolts of Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning Course.  In addition, she has served on numerous 
additional CLE planning committees and spoken at over 100 State Bar of Texas events.   
 
She has been active in various local and state legal organizations including:  Houston Bar 
Association, Probate, Trust & Estates Section; Chair 2009-2010: CLE Committee; Judicial Polls 
Committee; 2008-2010: Houston Bar Foundation, Fellow (elected 2004): Houston Young Lawyers 
Association; Fellow: Texas Young Lawyers Association; Needs of Senior Citizens Committee: 
American Bar Association: Real Property, Probate and Trust Law and Litigation Sections; 
Member.   And remains a member of the Generation-X Estate Planning Forum;  Member.  Sarah 
continues to serve on State Bar of Texas Pattern Jury Charge Oversight Committee, Chair of the 
Guardianship Manuel Committee, and numerous planning committees.   She is a frequent author 
and speaker for various state and local professional organizations.   In recognition of her 
contributions to the State Bar of Texas, she was awarded the 2011 Standing Ovation Award by the 
staff of TexBarCLE.   
 
She is a co-author of the West Publishing’s Texas Probate Practice Guide and West Publishing’s 
Texas Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning Practice Guide, and the Editor of the State Bar of Texas’ 
Guardianship Manual (4th Ed). 
 
Sarah has been repeatedly named by Texas Monthly as One of the Top 50 Female Texas Super 
Lawyers and One as the Top 100 Houston Super Lawyers.  She has also been selected as a Top 
Lawyer in Houston by H-Texas and Houstonia Magazines, and previously a Rising Star and one 
of the Best Lawyers Under 40 by H-Texas Magazine.  She continues to be consistently named as 
one of The Best Lawyers in America in the practice areas of Trusts and Estates annually since 
2006 and Litigation – Trusts & Estates since 2012.  And she has been selected as Best Lawyers'  
as the Litigation - Trusts and Estates "Lawyer of the Year" for the Houston Region in 2014, 2017 
and again in 2021. 
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