
The information contained herein is abridged and 

summarized from numerous sources, the accuracy and  

completeness of which cannot be assured.  This should 

not be construed as legal advice or opinion and is not a 

substitute for the advice of counsel.

Cabotage Laws – A Brief History



Background – The Jones Act

“U.S. Flag Vessel”



“Jones Act Vessel”

Coastwise laws generally prohibit the transportation of passengers or 

merchandise between points in the United States (i.e., within 3 miles of 

the coast) in any vessel other than a “coastwise-qualified vessel”
– U.S. built

– U.S.-flag

– 75% U.S. owned

• U.S. President/CEO

• U.S. Chairman of the Board

• Majority of quorum

– Never sold foreign

– Owner called a “Coastwise Citizen”

Coastwise Merchandise Statute

“Jones Act”

either directly or via a foreign port,
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