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Learning Objectives
Participants in this program will learn about the following
constitutional, tax, and disclosure issues:
 The holding of the Supreme Court in Americans for
Prosperity v. Bonta
 The basis of the Court’s decision
 The implications of the case for First Amendment
jurisprudence
 The response of states to the holding in the case
 Pending legislation relying on the case
 The implications of the case for other disclosure laws
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Part I: The case and its reasoning
 The holding of the Supreme Court in Americans for
Prosperity v. Bonta
 The basis of the Court’s decision
 The implications of the case for First Amendment
jurisprudence
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Form 990 Schedule B
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Procedural History to AFPF v. Bonta
 In 2014, the Thomas More Law Center and the Americans for
Prosperity Foundation challenged state donor disclosure
requirements as violating the First Amendment.
 They won in federal district court but were reversed by a panel
of the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals which held that donor
disclosure was related to an important state interest in policing
charitable fraud, despite risks that donors might face
“substantial harassment” if their contributions became public.
 The full 9th Circuit refused to reconsider the panel’s ruling, but
the Supreme Court granted certiorari, consolidating the two
cases.
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