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The 88The 88thThe 88thth Legislature:Legislature:Legislature:Legislature:
What Happened and How It Affects Your Practice
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88 88 thththth Lege Lege -Lege Bill Statistics  Lege Lege Lege Lege 
(Regular Session)

FiledFiled:Filed   8,153153153 bills/jointbills/jointbills/joint resolutionsresolutionsresolutions (New record)

• 8181st81stst LegislatureLegislatureLegislature (20092009)2009 : 7,324
• 8686th86ththththth LegislatureLegislatureLegislatureLegislatureLegislatureLegislature (20192019)2019 : 7,281281    

PassedPassed:Passed   1,246246246 (bills)/(bills)/13131313 (joint resolutions)
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• 181 seats
• House – 150 (86 R / 64 D)
• Senate –

150 (86 R / 64 D)150 (86 R / 64 D)150 (86 R / 64 D)150 (86 R / 64 D)150 (86 R / 64 D)150 (86 R / 64 D)
31 (19 R / 12 D)

• 65 licensed attorneys
• 53 53 53 – House
• 12 12 12 – Senate

8888th88th88th88thth Lege Demographics
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Bills that Passed
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Civil Justice System – Trial and Intermediate Appellate 
Courts
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HB 19 HB 19 –HB 19 Specialty Trial Court (Business Court)       
• Creates a statewidestatewidestatewide specializedspecializedspecialized civilcivilcivil trialtrialtrial tototototo hear certaincertaincertain business-
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• TierTierTier One - $10101010 millionmillionmillion ininininin controversycontroversycontroversy (commercial(commercial(commercial disputes)
• TierTierTierTierTier TwoTwoTwoTwoTwoTwoTwo - $5 millionmillionmillionmillionmillion ininininin

controversycontroversycontroversycontroversy
inininin controversy

controversy
controversycontroversy

(commercial(commercial(commercial(commercialcontroversycontroversycontroversy
controversycontroversycontroversy (business

(commercial(commercial(commercial(commercial disputes)disputes)disputes)(commercial(commercial
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• Supplemental
controversycontroversycontroversy

jurisdiction

• The business trial court will be composed of up to 16 appointed The business trial court will be composed of up to 16 appointed 
judges (in 11 different administrative judicial regions) serving 2
The business trial court will be composed of up to 16 appointed 

-
year terms.
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