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First Amendment Protections

Marvin Pickering v. Board of Education, 391 U.S. 593
(1968)

“The problem in any case is to arrive at a balance between
the interests of the teacher, as a citizen, in commenting on
matters of public concern, and the interests of the State, as
an employer, in promoting the efficiency of the public
services it performs through its employees.” at 268.
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First Amendment Protections, continued

Schenk v. United States, 249 U.S. 47 (1919)

“The question is whether the words are used in such
circumstances and are of such a nature as to create a clear
and present danger that they will bring about the
substantive evils that Congress has the right to prevent.” at

52.
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First Amendment Protections, continued

Brandenburg v. Ohio, 395 U.S. 444 (1969)

States can only restrict speech that is “... directed to
inciting or producing imminent lawless action, and is
likely to incite or produce such action.” at 447.
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First Amendment Protections, continued

Whitney v. California, 275 U.S. 357 (1927)

“Those who won our independence ... believed that freedom to think
as you will and to speak as you think are means indispensable to the
discovery and spread of political truth, that without free speech and
assembly discussion would be futile; that with them, discussion
affords adequate protection against noxious doctrine; ... that public
discussion is a political duty; and that this should be a fundamental
principle of American government.” at 375.
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