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How Do We Practice Law?
by Dianne Reis

The Poll of Practitioners

A few years ago, I gave a speech in which I mentioned that I had stopped having my clients initial
every page of their will before signing it. It was a minor part of the presentation, but afterward it
was what everyone wanted to talk about. People came up to me to tell me what their office did
about page initials, and what they thought of my decision. And someone wondered how many
practitioners had taken a similar step.

And so I got the idea to do a poll of my colleagues, to ask them this and other burning questions.
I did it in a Google Form on the internet, and I make no claims to scientific rigor. But I think the
results are meaningful and thought-provoking.

The survey was available during the month of May 2025, and 178 people participated. I am
reasonably confident that the vast majority of them are attorneys practicing in Texas, in part
because I recognized many of their names. So that is one caveat — this is largely a poll of my
friends and acquaintances, because those are the people who were most willing to take the time to
answer my survey.

I publicized this unscientific poll by posting messages to the Texas Probate Listserv, the Texas
NAELA Listserv, and the Texas Estate & Probate Lawyers Facebook Group. I also handed out
the URL at a local bar meeting in Collin County (where I live), and a REPTL council meeting that
my husband happened to attend in May. And I emailed all of my fellow speakers and organizers
of UTCLE’s 2025 Annual Estate Planning, Guardianship, and Elder Law Conference.

Google Forms created pie charts for many of my questions, and I’'m copying some of those into
this paper. However, they calculate the percentage based on the number of respondents who
answered that particular question, not the number of people who participated in the overall poll.
In the text that I’ve written, I calculate the percentage based on total participants, so that you’ll
have both figures. Google also includes with each pie chart a smattering of any text responses to
an “Other” option, but then cuts them off after a few words, so they aren’t all reproduced here.
But I pulled the best ones and put them in the text in full.

Question 1.
Name:

This was the only question that participants were required to answer, because I wanted to have
some way of checking whether the participants were mostly lawyers, or if bots were finding my
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poll and messing up the data. However, I didn’t do anything to prevent people from giving a fake
name. One person gave me a first name only and one person wrote anonymous, but everyone else
provided a full name, with no obvious joke names.

I won’t share the names, of course, but I can vouch for the fact that many of them are lawyers that
I know and respect. A few questions asked for free-form text responses, and I didn’t get any
gibberish in those boxes, which gives me some confidence that the survey wasn’t found and taken
by anyone who wasn’t part of the target audience. I didn’t receive any obvious spam or sales
pitches. But I suppose that a smart Al or random non-lawyer could have stumbled upon and taken
the survey, so we should assume a margin of error for the answers. Also, at several points a
respondent didn’t answer an otherwise easy question, and I don’t know if they accidentally skipped
it, or if Google failed to record their answer. Any small mismatch in numbers might be attributable
to this.

Question 2.
Year you were licensed to practice law in Texas:

Licensing dates ranged from 1960 to 2023. The breakdown by decade skewed somewhat towards
Generation X and younger, which probably follows from the fact that this poll was done online
only:

1960s: 4
1970s: 15
1980s: 29
1990s: 46
2000s: 37
2010s: 43
2020s: 4

Questions 3 & 4.
Are you licensed in any other states? Which ones?

41 (23%) participants reported being licensed in another state. 137 (77%) are licensed only in
Texas.

Of those 41, the other states were literally all over the map. Arkansas, Missouri, and New Mexico
tied for the greatest number of second licenses, with 5 each. Oklahoma was next, with 4.
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