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34TH ANNUAL

SCHOOL LAW CONFERENCE

February 28–March 1, 2019
AT&T Conference Center ■  Austin, Texas

  Live Webcast February 28–March 1

Earn up to 12.25 Hours of MCLE Credit Approved in TX, CA, and OK (hours vary by jurisdiction),  
Including 2.00 Hours of Ethics Credit 

TX Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Administrative Law, Civil Appellate Law,  
Civil Trial Law, and Labor and Employment Law

Texas Education Agency (TEA) Continuing Professional Education (CPE) Credit Available for Texas Educators

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T E X A S



THURSDAY MORNING, FEB. 28, 2019

Presiding Officer: 
Mark P. Tilley, Texas Association of 
School Boards, Austin, TX

7:30 a.m.	 Registration Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:20 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m.	 .75 hr

Commissioner Decisions Update
Hear an update on Commissioner of Education 
decisions from the past year.

Leslie R. Story, Texas Association of School Boards, 
Austin, TX

9:15 a.m.	 .50 hr

Attorney General Update
Explore highlights from the various opinions of 
our Texas attorney general that impact schools, 
educators, and education.

Dennis J. Eichelbaum, Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen 
Powell & Mehl, P.C., Plano, TX

9:45 a.m.	 .50 hr

Reassignments and Mid-Year Changes in Pay
Survey the legal and practical considerations 
around when and how school districts can reassign 
employees during the school year, including 
changes to their compensation.

Brandon Y. Brim, Brim, Robinett, Cantu & Brim, P.C., 
Austin, TX

10:15 a.m.	 Break

10:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Districts of Innovation: Frightening or 
Freedom
Hear a school district general counsel and an 
attorney for teachers discuss Districts of Innovation 
and the impact Innovation Plans have had on 
schools and teachers.

Amanda Marie Bigbee, Keller ISD, Keller, TX
Julie Leahy, Texas Classroom Teachers Association, 

Austin, TX

11:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr

Complaint Management in the #MeToo Era
In a rapidly changing social and legal environment, 
it can be difficult to know how to best proceed when 
faced with complaints of sexual harassment. Get 
practical guidance on managing these complaints 
in this volatile environment.

Cory Rush, Karczewski Bradshaw Spalding,  
Houston, TX

12:30 p.m.	 Break

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN

Enjoy lunch on your own – or with a  
colleague – at area restaurants.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Mark P. Tilley, Texas Association of 
School Boards, Austin, TX

2:00 p.m.	 1.00 hr ethics

Dealing with Vexing Stakeholders
If everyone behaved we would not even need 
lawyers. But what are a lawyer’s ethical obligations 
when a client or party goes over the line? Examine 
the unique challenges employees, parents, and 
school board members can pose.

Janet Sobey Bubert, Underwood Law, P.C., Fort 
Worth, TX

Robert A. Schulman, Schulman, Lopez & Hoffer, LLP, 
San Antonio, TX

Paul Tapp, Association of Texas Professional 
Educators, Austin, TX

3:00 p.m.	 .75 hr

The Crossroads: Section 504, the ADA, and 
Chapter 21
Compare the causes of action for employment 
discrimination based on disability under Section 
504, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and 
Chapter 21 of the Texas Labor Code, and survey 
recent developments in Section 504 student 
litigation.

S. Anthony Safi, Mounce, Green, Myers, Safi, Paxson 
& Galatzan, P.C., El Paso, TX

Laura O'Leary, Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt and 
Kutchin, Dallas, TX

3:45 p.m.	 Break

4:00 p.m.	 .50 hr

Managing Student Protest Logistics
The past year has seen a sharp increase in the 
number, size, and variety of student protests, and 
the logistics of these protests can create serious 
challenges for administrators. Explore ways to 
balance student protest rights with the practical 
needs of administration.

Christopher B. Gilbert, Thompson & Horton LLP, 
Houston, TX

4:30 p.m.	 1.00 hr

Behavioral Threat Assessment: Preventing 
Threats in Advance
Hear from a panel of experts on effective mental 
health screening programs and psychological 
service delivery models aimed at preventing threats 
in schools.

Cassandra Hulsey, Round Rock ISD, Round Rock, TX
John “JJ” Jones, Texas Department of Public Safety, 

Austin, TX
Billy U. Philips Jr., Texas Tech University Health 

Sciences Center, Lubbock, TX

5:30 p.m.	 Adjourn to Reception

NETWORKING RECEPTION

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Join us for drinks and hors d'oeuvres  
with program faculty and attendees.
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SCHOOL LAW CONFERENCE
February 28–March 1, 2019 ■ AT&T Conference Center ■ Austin, Texas

Earn up to 12.25 Hours of MCLE Credit, Including 2.00 Hours of Ethics Credit 

TX Legal Specialization Credit Approved for Administrative Law, Civil Appellate Law, Civil Trial Law, and Labor and Employment Law

Texas Education Agency (TEA) Continuing Professional Education (CPE) Credit Available for Texas Educators

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org ■ fax 512.475.6876

CONFERENCE ACCREDITATION

This course has been approved for Minimum 

Continuing Legal Education credit by the State Bar 

of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount of 12.25 

hours, of which 2.00 credit hours will apply to legal 

ethics/professional responsibility credit. 

The University of Texas School of Law is a State Bar 

of California approved MCLE provider (#1944), and 

an Oklahoma Bar Association MCLE presumptively 

approved provider (#169). 

Texas Board of Legal Specialization Credit Approved 

for Administrative Law, Civil Appellate Law, Civil Trial 

Law, and Labor and Employment Law.



Did you know that the quality presentations 

and papers attendees receive at our 

conferences are available for self-study as 

part of our eLibrary?

Purchase materials a-la-cart or subscribe 

annually for just $295. See the Registration 

Form, email service@utcle.org, or call 

512.475.6700 for more details.

CHECK OUT OUR ELIBRARY FOR
RESEARCH AND SELF-STUDY

Are you a 1st or 2nd year attorney?

Attend most UT Law CLE  

Conferences for just $150.

Call 512.475.6700 to register.

YOUNG ATTORNEY RATES
UT Law CLE is committed to helping 

attorneys meet their annual MCLE 

requirements. Attendees of this live 

conference will receive a promotional 

code for a free eSupplemment that will 

bring their total available hours to 15.00, 

including 3.00 hours of ethics.

EARN YOUR FULL TEXAS  
MCLE REQUIREMENTS

FRIDAY MORNING, MAR. 1, 2019

Presiding Officer: 
Marney Collins Sims, Cypress-Fairbanks 
Independent School District,  
Houston, TX

7:30 a.m.	 Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m.	 1.00 hr

What You're Missing: Emerging Issues in 
Contracts
Ensure that your contracts contain mandatory 
provisions recently prescribed under both Texas 
and federal law, including language addressing 
student data privacy, accessibility, Boycott Israel, 
and provisions required under 2 CFR Part 200 
for federally-funded purchases. Also, discuss the 
rollout of the 2017 AIA design and construction 
contract forms, and how to best transition your 
district through the conversion process.

Micki Morris, Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P., 
Houston, TX

Coby Wilbanks, Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P., 
Houston, TX

9:30 a.m.	 .75 hr

Garrity Rights in Investigations
Internal and administrative investigations within a 
public school bring with them unique due process 
restrictions. Are you prepared?

Ellen H. Spalding, Karczewski Bradshaw Spalding, 
Houston, TX

Christopher L. Tritico, Tritico Rainey, PLLC,  
Houston, TX

10:15 a.m.	 Break

10:30 a.m.	 .75 hr

Communication for the Man-Made Crisis
In recent years much has been made of the 
need for effective communication amidst natural 
disasters. But what happens when the disaster is 
man-made? From accidents to school shootings, 
learn how to manage communication when people 
are the cause.

Andrea Slater Gulley, Amarillo Independent School 
District, Amarillo, TX

D. Craig Wood, Walsh Gallegos Treviño Russo & 
Kyle, P.C., San Antonio, TX

11:15 a.m.	 .50 hr

Community Colleges
Texas community colleges are an integral 
component of the state’s education system. Learn 
about community colleges, the students they serve, 
the programs they offer, and select legal issues they 
face.

Amy Magee, Texas Association of School Boards, 
Austin, TX

11:45 a.m.	 Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Marney Collins Sims, Cypress-Fairbanks 
Independent School District,  
Houston, TX

 LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:05 p.m.	 .75 hr

The View from Washington
Get a national perspective on current issues from 
the Managing Director for Legal Advocacy at the 
National School Boards Association. 

Sonja Trainor, National School Boards Association, 
Alexandria, VA

12:50 p.m.	 Break

1:05 p.m.	 .50 hr

Special Education Corrective Action Imposed 
on TEA and Districts
The Department of Education has determined 
that Texas violated the “child find” requirement in 
I.D.E.A. As a result, Texas is now implementing a 
corrective action plan. Take a look at the practical 
implications of this for school districts and school 
lawyers.

Jim Walsh, Walsh Gallegos Treviño Russo & Kyle, P.C., 
Austin, TX

1:35 p.m.	 1.00 hr ethics

Everyday Strategies for Avoiding 
Professional Misconduct
Explore easy, common sense techniques that you 
can employ in your law practice to steer clear of 
legal malpractice, breaches of fiduciary duty, and 
findings of professional misconduct. A timely and 
important ethics tune‑up that you won’t want to 
miss.

Scott Rothenberg, Law Offices of Scott Rothenberg, 
Houston, TX

2:35 p.m.	 Adjourn

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org ■ fax 512.475.6876



CONFERENCE FACULTY

AMANDA MARIE BIGBEE 
Keller ISD 
Keller, TX

BRANDON Y. BRIM 
Brim, Robinett, Cantu & Brim, P.C. 
Austin, TX

JANET SOBEY BUBERT 
Underwood Law, P.C. 
Fort Worth, TX

DENNIS J. EICHELBAUM 
Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen Powell & 
Mehl, P.C. 
Plano, TX

CHRISTOPHER B. GILBERT 
Thompson & Horton LLP 
Houston, TX

ANDREA SLATER GULLEY 
Amarillo Independent School District 
Amarillo, TX

CASSANDRA HULSEY 
Round Rock ISD 
Round Rock, TX

JOHN "JJ" JONES 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
Austin, TX

JULIE LEAHY 
Texas Classroom Teachers Association 
Austin, TX

AMY MAGEE 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

MICKI MORRIS 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P. 
Houston, TX

LAURA O'LEARY 
Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt and 
Kutchin 
Dallas, TX

BILLY U. PHILIPS JR. 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences 
Center 
Lubbock, TX

SCOTT ROTHENBERG 
Law Offices of Scott Rothenberg 
Houston, TX

CORY RUSH 
Karczewski Bradshaw Spalding 
Houston, TX

S. ANTHONY SAFI 
Mounce, Green, Myers, Safi, Paxson & 
Galatzan, P.C. 
El Paso, TX

ROBERT A. SCHULMAN 
Schulman, Lopez & Hoffer, LLP 
San Antonio, TX

ELLEN H. SPALDING 
Karczewski Bradshaw Spalding 
Houston, TX

LESLIE R. STORY 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

PAUL TAPP 
Association of Texas Professional 
Educators 
Austin, TX

SONJA TRAINOR 
National School Boards Association 
Alexandria, VA

CHRISTOPHER L. TRITICO 
Tritico Rainey, PLLC 
Houston, TX

JIM WALSH 
Walsh Gallegos Treviño Russo & Kyle, 
P.C. 
Austin, TX

COBY WILBANKS 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P. 
Houston, TX

D. CRAIG WOOD 
Walsh Gallegos Treviño Russo &  
Kyle, P.C. 
San Antonio, TX

PLANNING COMMITTEE

MARK P. TILLEY—CHAIR 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

MARNEY COLLINS SIMS—VICE-CHAIR 
Cypress-Fairbanks Independent School 
District 
Houston, TX

DEBORAH SALZBERG—DIRECTOR 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

JEFFERSON K. BRIM III 
Brim, Robinett, Cantu & Brim, P.C. 
Austin, TX

VON BYER 
Texas Education Agency 
Austin, TX

JUAN J. CRUZ 
J. Cruz & Associates, LLC 
Laredo, TX

BRYAN P. DAHLBERG 
Schulman Lopez & Hoffer LLP 
San Antonio, TX

DONNA DERRYBERRY 
Association of Texas Professional 
Educators 
Austin, TX

ALLAN S. GRAVES 
Adams, Lynch & Loftin, P.C. 
Grapevine, TX

ANDREA SLATER GULLEY 
Amarillo Independent School District 
Amarillo, TX

WESLEY E. JOHNSON 
Escamilla & Poneck, LLP 
San Antonio, TX

JULIE LEAHY 
Texas Classroom Teachers Association 
Austin, TX

KEVIN F. LUNGWITZ 
The Lungwitz Law Firm, P.C. 
Austin, TX

MIA M. MARTIN 
Richardson Independent School District 
Richardson, TX

LETICIA D. MCGOWAN 
Dallas Independent School District 
Dallas, TX

MARI M. MCGOWAN 
Abernathy, Roeder, Boyd & Hullett, P.C. 
McKinney, TX

AMANDA MOORE 
Texas State Teachers Association 
Austin, TX

JOEY W. MOORE 
Walsh Gallegos Treviño Russo &  
Kyle P.C. 
Austin, TX

MICKI MORRIS 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P. 
Houston, TX

SUSAN MORRISON 
Texas School for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired 
Austin, TX

LAURA O'LEARY 
Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt and 
Kutchin 
Dallas, TX

GIANA ORTIZ 
The Ortiz Law Firm 
Arlington, TX

S. ANTHONY SAFI 
Mounce, Green, Myers, Safi, Paxson & 
Galatzan, P.C. 
El Paso, TX

ELLEN H. SPALDING 
Karczewski Bradshaw Spalding 
Houston, TX

FRED A. STORMER III 
Underwood Law Firm, P.C. 
Amarillo, TX

LESLIE R. STORY 
Texas Association of School Boards 
Austin, TX

HOLLY BOYD WARDELL 
Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen Powell & 
Mehl, P.C. 
Austin, TX
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY	 SL19

Bar Card#  ❑ TX	 ❑ Other State: 	 ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 
Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

REGISTRATION—�Includes electronic course materials, continental breakfast, Thursday Evening 
networking reception, and Friday Luncheon Presentation. eConference also available 4–6 weeks 
after the Conference.
Special group registration rates available. Call 512.475.6700.

Select Registration Type
❑ Individual Registration by February 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              $525
❑ Individual Registration after February 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            $575

❑ School District Employee Registration by February 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 $450
❑ School District Employee Registration after February 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $500

	 Printed course binder available for an additional fee through February 22
	 Conference registration includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in ”Your Briefcase“ at www.utcle.org.

	 ❑ Printed Course Binder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$37.89
	 Price includes 8.25% Sales Tax

	 ❑ Printed Course Binder for tax exempt registrants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $35
	 (e.g., government employees and nonprofits)

 WEBCAST REGISTRATION
❑ Individual Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           $475
❑ School District Employee Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              $400

Includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in "Your Briefcase" within your account at www.utcle.org.

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR ATTORNEYS MAY ATTEND FOR JUST $150! CALL 512.475.6700 TO REGISTER.

POST-CONFERENCE PRODUCTS

eConference—�For Texas MCLE Credit
Complete eConference package includes all conference materials for download from “Your Briefcase“ at www.utcle.org. 
Available 4–6 weeks after the live conference date.

❑ Individual eConference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          $595
	 Call 512.475.6700 or fax 512.475.6876 to register additional participants.

Complete Conference Binder
†
—�For Research and Self-Study 

Comprehensive Binder with papers and slides from the live event.  
Available for delivery 4–6 weeks after conference date. Texas customers add 8.25% sales tax.

❑ eBinder Download (PDF). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         $225
❑ Printed Materials Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         $275

†
Texas customers—add 8.25% sales tax or include an exemption certificate. . . . . . . . . . .          $ 
Sales tax will be invoiced separately on taxable orders for which payment does not include tax.

Annual eLibrary Subscription
†
—For Research and Self-Study

Access anytime, anywhere. Extensive resources—including audio, video, papers, and slides—from leading experts in dozens of 
practice areas, generated by UT Law CLE live conferences.

❑ eLibrary 12-Month Subscription . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   $295
†
Texas customers—add 8.25% sales tax or include an exemption certificate. . . . . . . . . . .          $ 
Sales tax will be invoiced separately on taxable orders for which payment does not include tax.

	 TOTAL $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA  ❑ MasterCard  ❑ American Express  ❑ P.O.

Card /P.O. #    Exp. Date 
 
/

		 (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

REGISTRATION FORM

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org ■ fax 512.475.6876

HOW TO REGISTER

Online: 
www.utcle.org/conferences/SL19

Mail: 
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
Attn. CLE 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax:  
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Before the Conference: Access course materials—
downloadable PDFs of papers and slides—and 
speaker and attendee roster in "Your Briefcase" 
approximately 48 hours before the event.

After the Conference: Unlimited access to final, 
complete course materials—downloadable PDFs 
of papers and slides—in "Your Briefcase."

eConference: Complimentary access to the 
eConference—with papers, slides, and video—
for CLE credit (TX and CA) you may have missed 
at the live conference. Available in "Your 
Briefcase" 4–6 weeks after the event.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 
report credit on your behalf directly to the State 
Bar of Texas. Track your Texas MCLE credit 
claimed and reported through UT Law CLE in 
"Your Account."

Your Account: Activate "Your Account" online at 
www.utcle.org. Your UT Law CLE Account is 
created for you as a first-time conference 
registrant (mail and fax registrations) with the 
email address(es) provided.

CAN'T MAKE THE CONFERENCE?  
PRE-ORDER THE ACCREDITED 

ECONFERENCE TODAY

While nothing can replace the experience and 
networking opportunities of the live event, you 
can still catch up on all the latest developments 
in School Law trends with the eConference. 

The online eConference includes papers, slides 
and video – and CLE credit (TX and CA) – from 
this year's live conference. Available in "Your 
Briefcase" through the user's account at  
www.utcle.org 4-6 weeks after the live event.

If you have dietary requirements or would 
like to request accommodations under the 
ADA, please contact Customer Service at 

512.475.6700 or service@utcle.org at least 10 
business days prior to the Conference.



Abernathy, Roeder, Boyd & Hullett, P.C. 

Brackett & Ellis, P.C.

Eichelbaum Wardell Hansen Powell & Mehl, P.C.

Escamilla & Poneck, LLP

Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt and Kutchin

Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P.

Schulman, Lopez, Hoffer & Adelstein, LLP

Walsh Gallegos Treviño Russo & Kyle P.C.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

The University of Texas at Austin
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF LAW
PO Box 7759 • Austin, TX  78713-7759

This program is not printed or mailed at state expense.
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AUSTIN
February 28–March 1, 2019

CONFERENCE LOCATION

AT&T Conference Center 
The University of Texas at Austin 

1900 University Avenue 
Austin, TX 78705 

877.744.8822 (reservations)

Accommodations: Registration for the 
conference is required to book a room at the 
AT&T Conference Center. After completing 

registration, you will receive a link and code to 
book your room. The special room rate of $189 

is good through January 28, 2019. 
(subject to availability)

Parking: 
Free daily self-parking at UT garages. Separate 

fees apply for valet and overnight parking.

KEY DATES

February 22, 2019 
Last day to order a printed binder

February 22, 2019 
Last day for early registration 
Add $50 for registrations 
received after this time

February 25, 2019 
Last day for full refund cancellation

February 26, 2019 
Last day for partial refund cancellation 

$50 processing fee applied

February 28, 2019, 8:30 a.m. 
Conference begins

SL19

UT Law’s 34th Annual School Law Conference is the definitive program for school administrators, 

school board members, education professionals, and the legal counsel who represent them. 

Presentations offer in-depth, practical discussion of the legal and regulatory issues affecting 

schools and school districts and provide a must-have set of materials and resources. This year’s 

conference offers attendees the opportunity to:

	 •	Explore what Districts of Innovation mean for schools and teachers, and the impact local 

innovation plans can have on a district.

	 •	Examine the practical implications of the DOE’s recent determination that Texas violated the 

IDEA and the impact of the resulting corrective action plan.

	 •	Hear practical tips for Managing Student Protest Logistics and Dealing with Vexing Stakeholders.

	 •	Explore approaches in Behavioral Threat Assessment, and how those approaches seek to 

balance safety concerns with student rights

	 •	Learn what mandatory provisions may be missing from your contracts, including language 

concerning accessibility and data privacy.

	 •	Live attendees also earn a full 15.00 hours (including 3.00 hours of ethics) with supplemental 

on-demand programming.

And new this year, network with fellow school law practitioners at the Thursday Evening Reception.

REASONS TO ATTEND


