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New Disclosure 

Requirement s for Deal ing 

wit h Publ ic Ent it ies

Ross Fischer

Discipl inary Rules of  

Professional Conduct

 Rule 1.01 Compet ent  and Dil igent  

Represent at ion

 Comment  8 (“ Maint aining Compet ence” ):

Because of t he vit al role lawyers play in t he legal

process, each lawyer should st rive t o become and remain

prof icient in t he pract ice of law.
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House Bil l  1295

 Appl ies t o a cont ract  of  a government al ent it y or 

st at e agency t hat :

 Requires an act ion or vot e by t he governing body of  

t he ent it y or agency before t he cont ract  may be 

signed;  or

 Has a value of  at  least  $1 mil l ion.

House Bil l  1295

 A government al ent it y may not ent er int o a

covered cont ract wit h a business ent it y unless

t he business ent it y submit s a disclosure of

int erest ed part ies t o t he government al ent i t y or

st at e agency at t he t ime t he business ent it y

submit s t he signed cont ract t o t he

government al ent it y or st at e agency.
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House Bil l  1295

 “ Cont ract ”  includes an amended,  ext ended,  or 

renewed cont ract .

 A cont ract does not require a vot e of t he

governing body if :

 t he governing body has the legal aut horit y t o

delegat e t o it s st af f t he aut horit y t o execut e t he

cont ract ;

 t he governing body has delegat ed aut horit y t o it s

st af f ; and

 t he governing body does not part icipat e in t he

select ion of t he business ent it y wit h which t he

cont ract is ent ered.

House Bil l  1295

 “ Government al ent it y” means municipal it y, count y,

publ ic school dist rict , or special-purpose dist rict or

aut horit y;

 “ Business ent it y” means any ent it y recognized by law

t hrough which business is conduct ed, including a sole

propriet orship, part nership, or corporat ion.

 “ Int erest ed part y” means a person who has a

cont rol l ing int erest in a business ent it y wit h whom a

government al ent it y cont ract s or who act ively

part icipat es in facil i t at ing t he cont ract or negot iat ing

t he t erms of t he cont ract , including a broker,

int ermediary, adviser, or at t orney for t he business

ent it y.
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