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What is SIJS?

Special Inmigrant Juvenile Status
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SJS Petition Satistics
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Legal Authority

* INA §§ 101(a)(27)(J); 245(a), (h)
* 8 C.F.R. §5204.11; 205.1(a)(3)(iv); 245.1.

Slgnlflcant USCIS Memoranda

*Yates Memorandum (May 27, 2004)
* Neufeld Memorandum (Mar. 24, 2009)
eScialabba Memorandum (Jul 13, 2011)

*Perez-Olano Settlement Agreement
Memorandum (Jun. 25, 2015)

* USCISPolicy Manual, Ch. 6 and 7 (Oct. 26, 2016)




Who is eligible for SIJS?

* Present in the United States
* Under21 yearsold
e Unmamed

*Declared dependenton a juvenile court ORplaced
underthe custody of an individualorstate
agency/department

* Reunification with 1 orboth parentsisnotviable due to
abuse,neglect, abandonment, ora similarb asis found
under State law; and

e Administrative orjudicialdetermination - notin best
interest to be retumed to his (orhis parent’s) previous
country of nationality orcountry oflast habitual
residence

INA § 101(a)(27)(J); 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(27)(J)

Consent Requirements

* Consent—DHSmust consentto grantof

SHS

* Specific Consent — ORR must grant spec ific
consent to state court jurisdic tion whe re
proceedingsare soughtto change the
child’s custody status

INA § 101(a)(27)(J); 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(27)(J)
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