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The Patent Crisis Crises

Lots of changes in the patent system over the
past 40 years

Major changes in patent law
The overprotection “crisis” of the 2000s
The underprotection “crisis” of 2016




.5, Patent Statistics Chart
Calendar Years 1999 - 2014

700,000
600,000
500,000
400,000
O Patenls Fled
300,000 B Patents ksued
200,000
100,000
0
Utility, Plant and Reissue Patent Applications Filed per
Fiscal Year (through March 2016)
700000 1
607,458
(projected)
600000 - seegy 582203 580217 .
533,308 [
506,924 M
500000 deosze aiAss [T | |
‘ ‘ 40232? 407,137 411,728
400000 | | 375,491 ’ '
354,280 |
322,735 328,171 303,788
(year to ‘
3000w “+ - = - n — » - - -
208,001
(year todal
Zouom . - - [ _— - — - -] - - - - -
100000 — 8 8B B B B - -
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
W Utility, Plant & Reissue Applications (excluding RCEs) [ Utility, Plant & Reissue Applications (Including RCEs)
Data Source: www.uspto.gov/dashboards/patents/main.dashxml| www.patentlyO.com




SO0

250000

FLLLLLL

150000

ELLLLLL

L]
1976

Utility Patent Grants Per Year

1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 22012

2016

4000

Patent Cases Commenced, 1980 - 2012

‘\ ‘\ ‘\ ‘I ‘\ ‘\ ‘l ‘\ ‘\ ‘l ‘\ ‘l ‘\ || Ii ‘| || || ‘| ‘\ " ‘\ ‘\ || ‘\ ‘\ || ‘\
0 || || ||
1980 1984 1938 1996 2000 2004 2008

1992

2012




i Gue] oo omivisseror s | TaS

Find the full text of this and thousands of other resources from leading experts in dozens of
legal practice areas in the UT Law CLE elibrary (utcle.org/elibrary)

Title search: The Surprising Resilience of the Patent System

Also available as part of the eCourse
2016 Advanced Patent Law eConference - Austin

First appeared as part of the conference materials for the
21° Annual Advanced Patent Law Institute session
"The Surprising Resilience of the Patent System"


http://utcle.org/elibrary
http://utcle.org/ecourses/OC6633

