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OIL AND GAS LEASE 

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this  day of ,20 , between the State of Texas, acting 

by and through its agent,    

of    

(Give Permanent Address) 

said agent herein referred to as the owner of the soil (whether one or more), and 

of    hereinafter called Lessee. 

(Give Permanent Address) 

1. GRANTING CLAUSE. For and in consideration of the amounts stated below and of the covenants and agreements to be paid, kept and
performed by Lessee under this lease, the State of Texas acting by and through the owner of the soil, hereby grants, leases and lets unto Lessee, for 
the sole and only purpose of prospecting and drilling for and producing oil and gas, laying pipe lines, building tanks, storing oil and building power 
stations, telephone lines and other structures thereon, to produce, save, take care of, treat and transport said products of the lease, the following lands 
situated in        County, State of Texas, to-wit: 

containing acres, more or less. The bonus consideration paid for this lease is as follows: 

To the State of Texas: 

Dollars  ($ ) 

To the owner of the soil: 

Dollars  ($ ) 

Total bonus consideration: 

Dollars  ($ ) 

The total bonus consideration paid represents a bonus of 

Dollars ($ ) per acre, on net acres. 

2. TERM. Subject to the other provisions in this lease, this lease shall be for a term of        years from 
this date (herein called “primary term”) and as long thereafter as oil and gas, or either of them, is produced in paying quantities from said land.  As used 
in this lease, the term “produced in paying quantities” means that the receipts from the sale or other authorized commercial use of the substance(s) 
covered exceed out of pocket operational expenses for the six months last past. 

EXHIBIT A



 
 

3. DELAY RENTALS. If no well is commenced on the leased premises on or before one (1) year from this date, this lease shall terminate, 

unless on or before such anniversary date Lessee shall pay or tender to the owner of the soil or to his credit in the        

       Bank, at       , 
or its successors (which shall continue as the depository regardless of changes in the ownership of said land), the amount specified below; in addition, 
Lessee shall pay or tender to the COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS, AT AUSTIN, TEXAS, a like sum on 
or before said date. Payments under this paragraph shall operate as a rental and shall cover the privilege of deferring the commencement of a well for 
one (1) year from said date. Payments under this paragraph shall be in the following amounts: 
 

To the  owner of the soil:        

 Dollars  ($      ) 

To the  State of Texas:        

 Dollars  ($      ) 

Total Delay Rental:        

 Dollars  ($      ) 
 
In a like manner and upon like payments or tenders annually, the commencement of a well may be further deferred for successive periods of one (1) 
year each during the primary term. All payments or tenders of rental to the owner of the soil may be made by check or sight draft of Lessee, or any 
assignee of this lease, and may be delivered on or before the rental paying date. If the bank designated in this paragraph (or its successor bank) should 
cease to exist, suspend business, liquidate, fail or be succeeded by another bank, or for any reason fail or refuse to accept rental, Lessee shall not be 
held in default for failure to make such payments or tenders of rental until thirty (30) days after the owner of the soil shall deliver to Lessee a proper 
recordable instrument naming another bank as agent to receive such payments or tenders. 

 
4. PRODUCTION ROYALTIES. Upon production of oil and/or gas, Lessee agrees to pay or cause to be paid one-half (1/2) of the royalty 

provided for in this lease to the Commissioner of the General Land Office of the State of Texas, at Austin, Texas, and one-half (1/2) of such royalty to the 
owner of the soil: 

(A) OIL. Royalty payable on oil, which is defined as including all hydrocarbons produced in a liquid form at the mouth of the well and also as 
all condensate, distillate, and other liquid hydrocarbons recovered from oil or gas run through a separator or other equipment, as hereinafter provided, 
shall be        part of the gross production or the market value thereof, at the option of the owner of the soil or the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, such value to be determined by 1) the highest posted price, plus premium, if any, offered or paid for oil, condensate, distillate, or other liquid 
hydrocarbons, respectively, of a like type and gravity in the general area where produced and when run, or 2) the highest market price thereof offered or 
paid in the general area where produced and when run, or 3) the gross proceeds of the sale thereof, whichever is the greater. Lessee agrees that before 
any gas produced from the leased premises is sold, used or processed in a plant, it will be run free of cost to the royalty owners through an adequate oil 
and gas separator of conventional type, or other equipment at least as efficient, so that all liquid hydrocarbons recoverable from the gas by such means 
will be recovered. The requirement that such gas be run through a separator or other equipment may be waived, in writing, by the royalty owners upon 
such terms and conditions as they prescribe. 
 

(B) NON PROCESSED GAS. Royalty on any gas (including flared gas), which is defined as all hydrocarbons and gaseous substances not 
defined as oil in subparagraph (A) above, produced from any well on said land (except as provided herein with respect to gas processed in a plant for 
the extraction of gasoline, liquid hydrocarbons or other products) shall be        part of the gross production or the market value thereof, at the 
option of the owner of the soil or the Commissioner of the General Land Office, such value to be based on the highest market price paid or offered for 
gas of comparable quality in the general area where produced and when run, or the gross price paid or offered to the producer, whichever is the greater; 
provided that the maximum pressure base in measuring the gas under this lease shall not at any time exceed 14.65 pounds per square inch absolute, 
and the standard base temperature shall be sixty (60) degrees Fahrenheit, correction to be made for pressure according to Boyle’s Law, and for specific 
gravity according to tests made by the Balance Method or by the most approved method of testing being used by the industry at the time of testing. 
 

(C) PROCESSED GAS. Royalty on any gas processed in a gasoline plant or other plant for the recovery of gasoline or other liquid 
hydrocarbons shall be        part of the residue gas and the liquid hydrocarbons extracted or the market value thereof, at the option of the owner 
of the soil or the Commissioner of the General Land Office. All royalties due herein shall be based on one hundred percent (100%) of the total plant 
production of residue gas attributable to gas produced from this lease, and on fifty percent (50%), or that percent accruing to Lessee, whichever is the 
greater, of the total plant production of liquid hydrocarbons attributable to the gas produced from this lease; provided that if liquid hydrocarbons are 
recovered from gas processed in a plant in which Lessee (or its parent, subsidiary or affiliate) owns an interest, then the percentage applicable to liquid 
hydrocarbons shall be fifty percent (50%) or the highest percent accruing to a third party processing gas through such plant under a processing 
agreement negotiated at arm’s length (or if there is no such third party, the highest percent then being specified in processing agreements or contracts in 
the industry), whichever is the greater. The respective royalties on residue gas and on liquid hydrocarbons shall be determined by 1) the highest market 
price paid or offered for any gas (or liquid hydrocarbons) of comparable quality in the general area, or 2) the gross price paid or offered for such residue 
gas (or the weighted average gross selling price for the respective grades of liquid hydrocarbons), whichever is the greater. In no event, however, shall 
the royalties payable under this paragraph be less than the royalties which would have been due had the gas not been processed. 
 

(D) OTHER PRODUCTS. Royalty on carbon black, sulphur or any other products produced or manufactured from gas (excepting liquid 
hydrocarbons) whether said gas be “casinghead,” “dry,” or any other gas, by fractionating, burning or any other processing shall be        part of 
the gross production of such products, or the market value thereof, at the option of the owner of the soil or the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
such market value to be determined as follows: 1) on the basis of the highest market price of each product for the same month in which such product is 
produced, or 2) on the basis of the average gross sale price of each product for the same month in which such products are produced; whichever is the 
greater. 
 

5. MINIMUM ROYALTY. During any year after the expiration of the primary term of this lease, if this lease is maintained by production, the 
royalties paid under this lease in no event shall be less than an amount equal to the total annual delay rental herein provided; otherwise, there shall be 
due and payable on or before the last day of the month succeeding the anniversary date of this lease a sum equal to the total annual rental less the 
amount of royalties paid during the preceding year. If Paragraph 3 of this lease does not specify a delay rental amount, then for the purposes of this 
paragraph, the delay rental amount shall be one dollar ($1.00) per acre. 



6. ROYALTY IN KIND. Notwithstanding any other provision in this lease, at any time or from time to time, the owner of the soil or the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office may, at the option of either, upon not less than sixty (60) days notice to the holder of the lease, require that the 
payment of any royalties accruing to such royalty owner under this lease be made in kind. The owner of the soil’s or the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office’s right to take its royalty in kind shall not diminish or negate the owner of the soil’s or the Commissioner of the General Land Office’s rights 
or Lessee’s obligations, whether express or implied, under this lease. 
 

7. NO DEDUCTIONS. Lessee agrees that all royalties accruing under this lease (including those paid in kind) shall be without deduction for 
the cost of producing, gathering, storing, separating, treating, dehydrating, compressing, processing, transporting, and otherwise making the oil, gas and 
other products hereunder ready for sale or use. Lessee agrees to compute and pay royalties on the gross value received, including any reimbursements 
for severance taxes and production related costs. 
 

8. PLANT FUEL AND RECYCLED GAS. No royalty shall be payable on any gas as may represent this lease’s proportionate share of any fuel 
used to process gas produced hereunder in any processing plant. Notwithstanding any other provision of this lease, and subject to the written consent of 
the owner of the soil and the Commissioner of the General Land Office, Lessee may recycle gas for gas lift purposes on the leased premises or for 
injection into any oil or gas producing formation underlying the leased premises after the liquid hydrocarbons contained in the gas have been removed; 
no royalties shall be payable on the recycled gas until it is produced and sold or used by Lessee in a manner which entitles the royalty owners to a 
royalty under this lease. 
 

9. ROYALTY PAYMENTS AND REPORTS. All royalties not taken in kind shall be paid to the Commissioner of the General Land Office at 
Austin, Texas, in the following manner: 
 
Payment of royalty on production of oil and gas shall be as provided in the rules set forth in the Texas Register. Rules currently provide that royalty on oil 
is due and must be received in the General Land Office on or before the 5th day of the second month succeeding the month of production, and royalty 
on gas is due and must be received in the General Land Office on or before the 15th day of the second month succeeding the month of production, 
accompanied by the affidavit of the owner, manager or other authorized agent, completed in the form and manner prescribed by the General Land Office 
and showing the gross amount and disposition of all oil and gas produced and the market value of the oil and gas, together with a copy of all documents, 
records or reports confirming the gross production, disposition and market value including gas meter readings, pipeline receipts, gas line receipts and 
other checks or memoranda of amount produced and put into pipelines, tanks, or pools and gas lines or gas storage, and any other reports or records 
which the General Land Office may require to verify the gross production, disposition and market value. In all cases the authority of a manager or agent 
to act for the Lessee herein must be filed in the General Land Office. Each royalty payment shall be accompanied by a check stub, schedule, summary 
or other remittance advice showing by the assigned General Land Office lease number the amount of royalty being paid on each lease. If Lessee pays 
his royalty on or before thirty (30) days after the royalty payment was due, then Lessee owes a penalty of 5% on the royalty or $25.00, whichever is 
greater. A royalty payment which is over thirty (30) days late shall accrue a penalty of 10% of the royalty due or $25.00 whichever is greater. In addition 
to a penalty, royalties shall accrue interest at a rate of 12% per year; such interest will begin to accrue when the royalty is sixty (60) days overdue. 
Affidavits and supporting documents which are not filed when due shall incur a penalty in an amount set by the General Land Office administrative rule 
which is effective on the date when the affidavits or supporting documents were due. The Lessee shall bear all responsibility for paying or causing 
royalties to be paid as prescribed by the due date provided herein. Payment of the delinquency penalty shall in no way operate to prohibit the State’s 
right of forfeiture as provided by law nor act to postpone the date on which royalties were originally due. The above penalty provisions shall not apply in 
cases of title dispute as to the State’s portion of the royalty or to that portion of the royalty in dispute as to fair market value. 
 

10. (A) RESERVES, CONTRACTS AND OTHER RECORDS. Lessee shall annually furnish the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
with its best possible estimate of oil and gas reserves underlying this lease or allocable to this lease and shall furnish said Commissioner with copies of 
all contracts under which gas is sold or processed and all subsequent agreements and amendments to such contracts within thirty (30) days after 
entering into or making such contracts, agreements or amendments. Such contracts and agreements when received by the General Land Office shall be 
held in confidence by the General Land Office unless otherwise authorized by Lessee. All other contracts and records pertaining to the production, 
transportation, sale and marketing of the oil and gas produced on said premises, including the books and accounts, receipts and discharges of all wells, 
tanks, pools, meters, and pipelines shall at all times be subject to inspection and examination by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, the 
Attorney General, the Governor, or the representative of any of them. 
 
 (B) PERMITS, DRILLING RECORDS. Written notice of all operations on this lease shall be submitted to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office by Lessee or operator five (5) days before spud date, workover, re-entry, temporary abandonment or plug and abandonment of any well or 
wells. Such written notice to the General Land Office shall include copies of Railroad Commission forms for application to drill. Copies of well tests, 
completion reports and plugging reports shall be supplied to the General Land Office at the time they are filed with the Texas Railroad Commission. All 
applications, permits, reports or other filings that reference this lease or any specific well on the leased premises and that are submitted to the Texas 
Railroad Commission or any other governmental agency shall include the word “State” in the title. Additionally, in accordance with Railroad Commission 
rules, any signage on the leased premises for the purpose of identifying wells, tank batteries or other associated improvements to the land must also 
include the word “State.” Lessee shall supply the General Land Office with any records, memoranda, accounts, reports, cuttings and cores, or other 
information relative to the operation of the above-described premises, which may be requested by the General Land Office, in addition to those herein 
expressly provided for. Lessee shall have an electrical and/or radioactivity survey made on the bore-hole section, from the base of the surface casing to 
the total depth of well, of all wells drilled on the above described premises and shall transmit a true copy of the log of each survey on each well to the 
General Land Office within fifteen (15) days after the making of said survey. 
 
 (C) PENALTIES. Lessee shall incur a penalty whenever reports, documents or other materials are not filed in the General Land Office when 
due. The penalty for late filing shall be set by the General Land Office administrative rule which is effective on the date when the materials were due in 
the General Land Office. 
 

11. DRY HOLE/CESSATION OF PRODUCTION DURING PRIMARY TERM. If, during the primary term hereof and prior to discovery and 
production of oil or gas on said land, Lessee should drill a dry hole or holes thereon, or if during the primary term hereof and after the discovery and 
actual production of oil or gas from the leased premises such production thereof should cease from any cause, this lease shall not terminate if on or 
before the expiration of sixty (60) days from date of completion of said dry hole or cessation of production Lessee commences additional drilling or 
reworking operations thereon, or pays or tenders the next annual delay rental in the same manner as provided in this lease. If, during the last year of the 
primary term or within sixty (60) days prior thereto, a dry hole be completed and abandoned, or the production of oil or gas should cease for any cause, 
Lessee’s rights shall remain in full force and effect without further operations until the expiration of the primary term; and if Lessee has not resumed 
production in paying quantities at the expiration of the primary term, Lessee may maintain this lease by conducting additional drilling or reworking 
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