uT

The University of Texas School of Law

“What Are the Odds?”

Texas Supreme Court
Docket Update 2020

Pamela Stanton Baron and Don Cruse

© 2020 Pamela Stanton Baron and Don Cruse

Pamela Stanton Baron
Attorney at Law

Post Office Box 5573

Austin, Texas 78763
psbaron@baroncounsel.com
512-479-8480

Don Cruse

Law Office of Don Cruse

1108 Lavaca Street, #110-436
Austin, Texas 78701
don.cruse@texasappellate.com
512-853-9100

Continuing Legal Education « 512-475-6700 -

www.utcle.org




U T The University of Texas School of Law

“What Are the Odds?”
Texas Supreme Court Docket Update 2020

By Pamela Stanton Baron and Don Cruse

TABLE OF CONTENTS
LUSCOPE ...ttt bbbttt eb e 1
II. OVERVIEW OF DOCKET ......ociiiiiiiniitiinieeiriee ettt ettt 1
AL OPINIONIS ....eeevietieeieieeteetesteettestesteestessesseetesseessessesseessessesssessessesssessesseessessasseessesseessensasseessans 1
B. Petitions for review and mandamus ............cccoeereinenincnininiecce e 3
C. TIME tO AISPOSIEION ...eveueieiieiieeieieetieeesteette e ste et eteeteeaesseeseessesseesaesseeseessessesssensesseessensesseenes 5
D. Motion timing and OAdS ..........ccecerieiiriiiieierieesee et naens 7
III. ODDS OF A GRANT AND REVERSAL.....c.ccooiiiiriiinictreeee et 8
A. Baseline study: A cohort of 300 petitions as they move through the process................... 9
B. Database study: Looking at the Court’s decisions, across all petitions, during a term. .... 9
C. What are the odds of reversal or affirmance?............cccoeoevecnenniniincincrceceeee 11
D. Gambler beware: Take these odds with a grain of salt.............cccccevveeriniinceniiieeeeee. 12

Continuing Legal Education « 512-475-6700 « www.utcle.org




“What Are the Odds?”
Texas Supreme Court Docket Update 2020

By Pamela Stanton Baron and Don Cruse
I. SCOPE

This paper examines the Texas Supreme Court’s docket as of May 31, 2020. The statistics
provided are unofficial numbers, compiled by the authors with assistance from public data, case
docket sheets, and data compiled on Don Cruse’s website https://scotxblog.com.

II. OVERVIEW OF DOCKET
A. Opinions
In the term ended August 31, 2019, the Court issued 86 deciding opinions. In the current

term, as of May 31, 2020, the Court has issued 82 deciding opinions. 14 other cases had, as of
May 31, 2020, been heard at oral argument but not yet decided.
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Of the 86 deciding opinions issued in the term ended August 31, 2019, 15 opinions, or 18%,
were per curiam opinions. In the current term, as of May 31, 2020, the Court has issued 28 per
curiams.
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