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We find ourse lves in uncentain and unprecedented times. During the week of March 16, Iread both
national, state, and locale-mais disc ussing methods forexe cuting estate planning docume nts (which
typically require witnesses, notaries, or both) while practicing social distancing. These e-mails also
discussed potentialoractualexecutwe ordersfrom govemors’ officesand emergency orders from state
supreme courts. The purpose ofthisguide isto disc usse xec ution re quire me nts fortypicale state planning
documents here in 2xas, how the physical presence require ments have been tempomnly relaxed for

certain notarzations, and suggested practices fordocument execution when multiple people willneed
to be ineachotherspresence. The suggestionsyou’llread here are not just mine, but also those of many
otherlawyers, both in B2 xas and nationally. While IThave n’t listed the m all, Ithank them fortheiride as.

This guide is a work-in-progress, and suggestions forimproving the guide are welcome. You may e-mail
me at bpargaman@snpalaw.com. As Iupdate this guide, Pl post the latest version on the Resources
page of my firm’s we b site (www.snpalaw.com/Resources).

THS GUDE B FOR FDUCATONAL PURPOSES ONLY. NOTHING IN THIS GUDE CONSIIUIES IHGALADVICE BY THE
AUHORORHSIAW HRV, NORDOESTHIS GUDECRFATEANY ATIO RNEY- CIENTREIATIO NSHIP.
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What's the Fuss All About?

Estate planning documents seem to be
like tollet paper. Most people don’t even
think about them untilthe prospectarisesthat
they may need them but not have them.
Then they’re in a rush to getthem.

Shortly after this guide was orngmally
posted, Gov. Abbott issued Executive Order
GA-14 (on March 31), which, whie not
initially called a “shelterin-place order’ by
the Govemor, was called the functional
equivalent by news outlets. That order was

superseded on Aprl 17t by Executive Order
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