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On April 4,  the U.S. Supreme Court 

denied ce rt  in McDonald , effectively 

ending the challenge to the 

mandatory bar structure in Texas.

The court also declined to hear 

challenges to mandatory bars in 

Oklahoma and Michigan.



Mandatory bar membership does not violate attorneys’ First Amendment 

right to freedom of association

Lathrop  v. Donohue (1961)

Kelle r v. S ta te  Bar of Californ ia (1990)

Mandatory bar fees don't violate the First Amendment’s free-speech 

guarantee  when fees  a re  used for “regula ting the  lega l profess ion or 

‘improving the  qua lity of the  lega l se rvice  ava ilable  to the  people  of the  

S ta te .'"

Ma nda t ory Ba r Precedent  (S COTUS )

La ws uit s  ha ve  t a rg e t e d  

ma nda t ory ba r a s s ocia t ions  

in mult ip le  s t a t e s . 

t exa s ba r.com/mcdona ldvfirt h

Ma nda t ory Ba r Cha lleng es



In March 2019, three Texas lawyers sued 

cla iming  manda tory ba r membership is  

uncons t it ut iona l under Janus  v. AFSCME

(2018 ). 

Pla int iffs  a lso cha llenge  S ta t e  Ba r 

prog rams  t hey cla im exceed “core  

regula tory funct ions .”

McDona ld v. Firt h

In May 2020, U.S. District Judge Lee 

Yeake l g rant ed t he  S t a t e  Bar’s  cros s -

mot ion for summary judgment  and denied 

t he  pla int iffs ’ mot ion for pa rt ia l summary 

judgment . 

Pla int iffs  appea led t o t he  5 t h Circuit .

McDona ld v. Firt h
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