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The Statutes

Texas Open Meet ings Act  (TOMA) :

Chapter 551, Texas Governm ent  Code

Texas Public I nform at ion Act  (TPI A) :  
Chapter 552, Texas Governm ent  Code

Form erly known as the Texas Open 
Records Act
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TOMA Basics

When a quorum  of a governm ental body m eets, it  

m ust  do so in public

The governm ental body m ust  give sufficient  pr ior 

not ice of the t im e, place, and subject  of the m eet ing

What  is a “governm ental body”?

Definit ion in § 551.001

I ncludes general definit ions and specific exam ples

Exam ples:   county com m issioners court ;  m unicipal 

governing body;  school board
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Descript ive definit ions

“a board, com m ission, departm ent , com m it tee, or 

agency within the execut ive or legislat ive branch of state 

governm ent  that  is directed by one or m ore elected or 

appointed m em bers”

“a deliberat ive body that  has rulem aking or quasi-

judicial power and that  is classified as a departm ent , 

agency, or polit ical subdivision of a county or 

municipalit y”

TOMA’s scope

Does not  cover the judiciary

Public access to judicial proceedings som et im es m andated 
by the Const itut ion

See also Rule 12, Rules of Judicial Adm inist rat ion

Covers certain property owners’ associat ions

Only in Harr is and adjacent  count ies
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