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C o n s u l a r  P r o c e s s i n g  

S t r a t e g y
W H E N  t o  c h o o s e  c o n s u l a r  v s .  
i n - c o u n t r y  f i l i n g ?

NIV considerations

IV considerations
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C o n s u l a r  P r o c e s s i n g

STEPS:

1. Prerequisite to Visa Issuance

2. Identifying the correct U.S. Consulate

3. Complete the DS-160 nonimmigrant visa application

4. Schedule an appointment and determine local U.S. Consular Requirements

5. Assemble the visa application and determine the visa fees

6. filing the application: interviews (or waiver), approvals, and anticipate delays

7. Using the visa to enter the U.S. and additional entry requirements and considerations
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S t e p  1

Prerequisite to Visa Issuance: I-797 Approval (unless 
presenting a nonimmigrant visa directly at a U.S. 

Consulate or port of entry, i.e. TN, E, or some L visa 
applicants)

- no I-94 if consular notify
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S t e p  2

� Identifying the correct U.S. Consulate

� Third country national (TCN) considerations

� Special carve-out for Canadians
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Complete the DS-160 nonimmigrant visa application:

� Prerequisite before booking visa appointment

� Common questions

� Disclose social media handles

� Dependents must complete one separately

� See DoS for sample and additional resources
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Schedule an appointment and determine local U.S. 

Consular Requirements

� Timing Updates (processing times are improving until 

there is another rush over the holidays)

� Interview Waiver updates

� Portal and Website updates

� Expedite Requests
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Find the full text of this and thousands of other resources from leading experts in dozens of
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