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First - Underlying Principles

� Never before had IP been the prime instigator in a major global trade war. 

� Or was the war about:

� Trade deficits

� National security/emerging powers

� Competition

� Why now? Long overdue? Just in time? 

� If IP was the cause…the Chinese IP regime has improved remarkably in the last 10 
years

� Three Myths (Dan Prud’homme/HBR)

� State-sponsored IP Theft is Ubiquitous

� China’s IP Regime is Categorically Weaker and Less Business Friendly

� China is not a liberal democracy; its Institutions Will Never Respect IP

Sources: Brian Love (2016), Bian Renjun (2018).

PATENT WIN RATES
How has the Chinese IP System Gotten Better? Is it 

“categorically weaker” and less “busines friendly” 

than the US?



Sources: Bailey and Clark (2020), 

Goldberg (2017), Xia (2020) .

Other Win Rates (non-patent)

“In 2015 (the most recent year that complete data 

is available) Plaintiffs in Civil IP infringement cases 

[at the Beijing IP court] won 72.34% of their cases, 

while the success rate for foreign plaintiffs was 

100% across a total of 63 civil cases, prompting 

foreign firms to reevaluate their prospects in 

China’s civil IP litigation environment.” (Goldberg)

Trademarks

40% v. 9% Validity Rates - Pharmaceuticals
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